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THE 


TRUE PROTESTANT. 


General Regard to the 
Rights of Mankind, and 
particularly thoſe of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, has 
induc'd me to attempt a 
illertation, in order to defend, explain, 
nd 1luſtrate fo valuable an Article. 
ZERTY is an Article of the greatgſt 
onſequence. So fine a Flower in the 
den of human Society, requires to 
ure the ſtricteſt Watch kept about it; 
id if the Weeds have any Way in- 
ded it, it merits to be diſentangled 
A 2 from 
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[ 4 ] 
from them, and to be ſet in the moſt 
open Light, | 


If LizzzxTy is the Right of all 
Men, what ſhould diſcourage its being 
underſtood by all ? What ſhould hin- 
der its being cultivated by all, and aſ- 
ſerted in its full Extent ? This wil 
ever prove the beſt Defence againſt 
Popery. To prevent the Return o 
Popery into a Proteſtant Nation, it is 

not ſufficient to rely on the Influence o 
private Intereſt, or Property, becauk 
the Bulk of a Nation has but little 
Property. In our late Seaſon of pub 
lic Danger, it was not the Landed 
Intereſt, or Stock-Intereſt, or any tha 
may be called a partial Intereſt, but 
the Spirit of Liberty and Affection 
which, under Providence, principal) 
carried the Point. With the fame 
View is offered this preſent Eflay. 


Every wiſe Man eſteems Liberty li 
beſt Poſſeſſion; he values it as I 
Birthright; and does not forget thi 

ONES ti 
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tis alſo the Birthright of others. He 
knows it, becauſe he feels it the chicf 
Ingredient of his Happineſs. It is a 
Circumftance in Society, juſt as neceſ- 
fry and uſeful in the moral World, as 
Air in the elemental, to give Life, Mo- 
tion and Vigour to the Whole. The 
Hindrances and Preventions of Liber 

in the World are Fear, Indolence and 
Superſtition, its Enemies Ainbition and 
delt. In the mean Time, it is doubtful 
who are moſt to be blam'd, the Ambi- 
tous, or the Indolent. 


In Proportion as Mankind poſſeſs 
this Circumftance, this Air pure and 
ee, or denſe and obſtructed, their 
Communities are more or leſs agreeable, 
ome Communities, tis true, make a 
Ihift with a ſmall Share of it; but it is 
ther becauſe they know no better, or 
ave not a Capacity of procuring more. 
here is one Article in the World, I 
nean Religion, which cannot ſubſiſt 
ithout Liberty, not only tolerably, 
Mt in no Senſe at all. Somewhat often 


paſles 


\ 


[85] 
paſſes for Religion with ſeveral, the 
Effect of Authority and Cuſtom ; yet 
is term'd ſuch improperly, nothing 
being properly Religion, except what a 


Man knows for himſelf, believes for the 
himſelf, and his Eyes behold, and not MW ne, 
another. Belief, Knowledge, Judgment, ¶ cant 
are Things not transferable ; they muſt ¶ can 
be all acquir'd, they muſt be diſtinctiy {Wguill 
reccived, though poſſibly through Aſ-Wmuſl 
ſiſtance of others, before I can call them WGuic 
any Belief, ny Knowledge, uy Judg-WMcul 
ment. For Inſtance : A Number of mot! 
Perſons are taking the Survey of ſomeMhor h 
eminent City, at a Diſtance from the 
Suburbs; as a Countryman or Stranger A; 
join myſelf to them: How agrecably, W#erlo 
ſay they, one ſees the great City fromWho 
this Spot: Behold, Countryman, how{Mave 
conſpicuous the Tower; fee there the make 
Shipping; a majeſtic Dome riſes in the tenan 
Midſt of the Metropolis, its Summit in E 
or 


the Clouds; what a Variety of attct- 
dant Spires, with each its particular De- again, 
nomination ; a Range of innumera\qſend al 


Buildings carries you far to the Wet; 
2 tid 
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the Whole terminated with an illuſtrious 
Abbey ! Now this may be a real Pro- 
ect, and the ſeveral Objects ſuffi- 
cently known to Perſons converſant in 
the Place; but my Friends muſt excuſe 
me, if, conſidered as a Stranger, I 
cannot take them in fo readily as they 
can run them over: Time to diſtin- 
guiſh is requiſite for me: The Objects 
muſt be plain to me, as well as to my 
Guides, before I can aſſert them; be- 
cauſe I do not find that I can ſee with 
mother's Eye. He that docs not ſce 
lor himſelf, does not ſee at all. 


Again, I may happen to fall amongſt 
perſons who only pretend to Sights; 
ho have ſeen nothing themſelves, nor 
have any Thing to ſhew, but would 
make a Property of me for their Main- 
tenance, In ſuch poſſible Circum- 
ances, what doth it concern me to 
do? Surely to uſe the greateſt Caution 
zamſt being impoſed upon, or to ſhun 
and abandon an Impoſition as ſoon as I 
diſcern it; leaſt I give away my Time and 
Money 


[8 ] 
Money for nothing, or for that which i 
worſe than nothing; after the Manne 
of the Dutch Peaſants, who, as Era 
mus relates it, were made to believe at 
Noon-day, by the Ingenuity of two g 
three Juglers, that they ſaw in the & 
a red Dragon; whilſt the Monſter had 
no Exiſtence, except in the Artiſt' 
Aſſurance, and their deluded Imagi 
nation. Let the Reader take Care not 
to be found in the Number of them 
who, in the Noon-day of Learning and 
Knowledge, continue to ſee a Dragon, 


It is obſervable, Mankind may tri 
the making of Laws, and in ſomc Re 
ſpe& their Civil Liberties, though no 
their Senſes, in the Hands of others, 
Nor can it be avoided, becauſe Socicty, a 
ſuch, hath great Reference to outward 
and temporal Articles. We may com- 
mit our Property, or Goods, to the 
. Diſcretion and Diſpoſal of a Repre- 
ſentative; but we are incapable « 
having a Truſtee in the Article of Re- 


ligion, Some Perſons ſeem to think l 
0d 
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91 
x lawful to make Creeds for others, as 
At of Parliament; and perhaps 
would form as many, might they be 
permitted. Surely theſe Zealots have 
not well weighed the Attempt, but 
have been drawn forward by Precedents, 
and by a little ſecret Pride in Nature. 
A conſiderate Perſon would not take 
won him another's Conſcience, if he 
might ; and a Man honeſt to himſelf 
cannot give it up. He that thinks of 
ſubmitting his Underſtanding to an- 
other, deceives both himſelf, and the 
Perſon he would compliment; he 
cannot though he wauld. Many, in- 
iced, flatter themſelves, that through 
the Authority of a Church, or by the 
luperior Wiſdom and Guidance of the 
Learned, they have believed much, 
who, perhaps, upon a ſtrict Inquiry, 
would not be found to have believed 
my Thing, To believe with the 
urch is frequently no Belief at All. 
In this Caſe the Underſtanding hath 
Aken no Pains. Perſons have no Ideas; 
| B they 


K 
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they have repeated Words after other: 4, 
with Real or 110 M eaning in them. 


Again, "If the Underſtanding cannot 
be pots ach d by mere Authority, 
nor a fingle Conſcience be (in Pro- 
priety of Speech) preſcribed to, how 
yain muſt be the Attempt to preſcribe, 
in Points of Religion, to a whole Na- 
tion at once] how unjuſt to ſubject to 
Pains and Penalties, ànd even caſt out 
of the Chriſtian Pale, all“ who diſſent 
from an eſtabliſhed Opinion ! Men, who 
inſiſt upon an Effabliſbinent, and bind i 
by coercive Means, are troubled with a 
ſhort Memory, They proteſted for- 
merly againſt human Power, in the Per- 
fon of the Pope, and now are pleading 
for it. Diſputing with the Anas ifs 
they ftand up for the Scriptures, and 
Right of private Judgment; but t9 
their Fellow-Proteſtants, are contin 
ally crying up the high and facred 
Office of the Clergy, meaning alwa 
their own Clergy ; the Illiteracy of tit 


gommon People, and utter Incapactt 
f( 


114 
to underſtand the Scriptures, Churcli 
Order, Peace of the State, Regularity, 
and various Arguments, which, in the 
Hands of the Romani/ts, they eſteem'd 
of no Weight: 80 that they under- 
mine the Rights they us'd to aſſert; 
and talk of Liberty, but mean it only 
for themſelves and their own Party, 
We have Proteſtants, it is to be fear'd, 
too confin'd and narrow of moſt De- 
nominations; ſuch will embrace you, 
it you agree with them in every Point; 
but the leaſt Variation ſtaggers all their 
Friendſhip ; preſently they are diſguſted 


Wd a Publican. 

9 

An Evil of this Kind ſometimes at- 
ends Converſation, on Subjects not re- 
igious. Moſt Men are apter to give, 
than to ſuffer, Contradiction. Fervidio, 
ough a Perſon of many good Quali- 
ues, being engaged in a Debate, is diſ- 


ments: He does not conſider, that if 
u oppoſe his Sentiments, he oppoſes 


B 2 yours, 


ith you, you are an Heathen Man, 


pleaſed if you differ from his Senti- 
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[ 12 ] 
urs. Fervidio's Paſſions riſe to ſ. uch 
a Degree, that it becomes inconvenient 
to fit near him. And whence ariſe; 
all this Reſentment and Diſcontent } 
Only becauſe his Friend, or the Compa- 
ny, do not agree to ſet him up for a Pope. 
Thorough Politeneſs conſiders what is 
due to others, as well as what is claim'd 
to one's ſelf; whilſt the Man, who is 
at a Proteſtant, cannot have zrue Man- 
nern. But to return from this Di- 
greſſion, if it be a Digreſſion. 


It is obſervalle, before the Refor- 
mation our Doctors, and Advocates 
againit Rome, bottom'd themſelves upon 
Liberty; they pleaded for private Judg- 
ment, and ſole Authority of Scripture; 
that is to ſay, that every Man as wel Whe 
common Man as Eccleſiaſtic, hath H licks 
Right to read and underſtand the Scrip Nuo ca 
ture for himſelf; I ſay, for himlclh, 
otherwiſe the Conceſſion hath no Mean- 
ing in it, but is an errant Mocker 
Hut it ſeems, when the pretended Sue. 


«£ijor of Saint Peter was thrown m 
: 


131 
the Saddle, others were ſtanding ready 
to get in. Poſſibly they were per- 
ſwaded better Things of themſelves. 
Though the Tralian had ated erro- 
neouſly, and wickedly, yet would not 
That is, the Pope with his In- 
fallibility ought not to be truſted ; yet 
falible Men (eſpecially in Great Bri- 
tain) might. So Nome and Conflanti- 
ple contended antiently about the 
Title of Univerſal and OEcumenical 
Bilbop, which in Truth belonged to 
neither. Nome proteſted againſt Con- 
ſantinople, when the Grecian Patriarch 
ollicited the Supremacy, and declared, 
that whoſoever ſhould accept that Title, 
would be the Forerunner of Antichriſi; 
jet by-and-by the accepted it herſelf. 
When Power fairly preſents itſelf, and 
licks the Hand of human Nature, it is 
no eaſy Matter to refuſe it. This calls 
for the greater Care and Watchfulneſs 
n the Guardians of Liberty, to keep 
e Enemy at Arms-length. He that 
pives Way to the leaſt Power, many 
0 cal'd in Matters of Religion, in Ef- 


fect 
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ſect gives Way to it all. There is 114 
being an Half-Proteſtant. No Evil is 
changed by a Change of Hands: Where 
the Evil itſelf is human Authority, it waits 
an abſolzte Removal. An Eftabliſhmen; 
in Religion, other than the Scriptures, 
beſides that it hath no Warrant, never 
anſwered a good Purpoſe, but is ſure 
to have bad Effects. Under Colour of 
attempting Uniformity in Opinions, 
which Men can no ſooner produce than 
they can an Uniformity of Faces, they 


generally mean the Exaltation of Scl; ¶ the 

that is, that their own Opinion, not WM the: 
properly becauſe in Scripture, but be- Wl ing 
cauſe their own; ſhall have the Pre- tain 
eminence. Poſſibly they mean well, 

(for I would allow to the utmoſt) but I. 
inſenſibly they thruſt themſelves into Prot 


the Place of the Deity, and their E 
ſtabliſhment ever did, and ever wil, 
take the Place of the Scriptures. Ever 
Man and every Party profeſs indeed to 
found their Scheme on the Scriptures; 
but whether it be there or no, it is 10 
ſooner eſtabliſhed but it becomes eg 
ot 


[ 15 ] 
feftual as the Scripture, and as much 
regarded by the timorous Bulk of Man- 
kind. On this Occaſion, it makes a 
mere Complement to the Scriptures, 
It profeſſes to reſt and depend upon 
them, but yet fteals their Influence, 
and cloaths itſelf with their Authority. 
'Tis fo ready at hand, Men trouble 
themſelves to go no farther. Hence 
ſprings amongſt them, and increaſes, 
Formality, Ignorance, Irreligion, and 
2 Readineſs to return to Popery, by 
the firſt Temptation that may riſe in 
their way. Religion of Man's mak- 


ng is always ſhallow, and very uncer- 
tan, 


It is remarkable, that no foreign 
Proteſtant Churches ſat down at the 
Reformation in the manner of the 
Church of England. Neither do we 
read of a national Church at all in the 
New Teſtament. We read of Churches 
In the plural Number, the Churches of 
udea, the Churches of Galatia, the 
even Churches in Aſſa, or the CR 
O 
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of ſame particular City ; but nothing 
occurs under the Stile af national or 
provincial. This gives us a proper Idea 
of the Chriftian Community through- 
out the World. Every Congregatim 
is 2 Church independent of others, and 
the Whole taken collectively makes e 
Church, ſo far as it is viſible. Again, 
according to Chriſtian Liberty, every 
Member in a Congregation is inde- 
pendent of another in that Congre- 
gation; the meaneſt Man or Woman 
as free as the greateſt. Not that ſuch 
Liberty authorizes a Member to dil 
agree with Miniſter or People, through 
a Spirit of Levity and Wantonneß; 
this would be criminal. Rather a Man 
of Conſcience and Virtue would agree 
in every Point, if poſſible, for Peace 
and Order's ſake. Nevertheleſs, 4 
Freedom muſt be aſſerted and mait- 
tained, if Perſons would be con/i/ter 
Proteſtants and rational Chriſtians. 


ind 7 
bem 

all 7; 
ang 
ad K 
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Let us obſerve what our Bibles hol 


forth on Subjects of this kind. Tix 
Auth 
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Author of Chriſtianity has thought fit 
to expreſs and declare himſelf in theſe 
Terms. My Kingdom is not of this 
World. That is, the Church of Je- 
ſus hath no Reference to worldly Ad- 
rantages, nor ſtands in worldly Sup- 
ports. It is a Kingdom in the Con- 
ſcience, where none hath a Right to 
be, nor can be King, but Chriſt him- 
ſelf, Its Weapons or Supports are not 
carnal, but ſpiritual. It depends not 
upon coercive Power, like civil Go- 
ernment 3 nor upon Pomp and Gran- 
deur; nor yet upon Emoluments and 
Profits to its Followers. Rather it ſtands 
in the reverſe of theſe. Self-denial is 
written upon the Threſhold, but many 
em to have overlooked it, at their 
oming in. Again, The Kings of the 
bentiles exercife Lordſhip over them, 
pnd they that exerciſe Authority upon 
bem are called Bene factors. But, ye 
ball not be ſo; but he that is greateſt 
nung you, let him be as the younger, 
nd he that is chief as he that doth 
ve, Perſons of common Under- 


% GC ſtanding 
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ſtanding think nothing can be plainer MW Pri 
than this Paſſage againſt prelatic Power . 
and Title. Yet Eccleſiaſtics, having W/'% 
the Benefit of an uncommon Genius avo\ 
{hun the Force of the Text, and evade (Ver 
all its Prohibition, by a Leaf out of the NA 
Pope's Book; who, with all his mag. {Wi 
nificent Titles, ſtiles himſelf alſo the | 
Servant of S rvants, but in the latter 
Part he is without any Meaning. The 
Sons of Zebedee indeed underſtood our 
Saviour very erroneouſly, and diſcovered 
a contrary Mind and Diſpoſition, when 
they defired to fit one on his right 
Hand, and the other on his left, in his 
Kingdom. Some Apology may be 
made for them. At that Time they 
were Perſons of ſmall Experience; 
they were young Diſciples. But it i 
not ſo eaſy to apologize for Perlons 
advanced in Years, and Fathers i 
Chriſtianity, that they ſhould be d 
the ſame Mind. 


War: 


nd x 
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The Apoſt! e Paul, 1 apprehend, 
knew perfcgtly WW cl the Nature and 
Principle 


19 | 
principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Paul aſſerts not only his own Freedom 
from all Men, but acknowledges and 
wows, relatively both to himſelf and 
gery other Miniſter, preciſely thus, 
Not that we have Dominion over your 
Faith, but ture Helpers of your Joy. 
This, no doubt, is the proper Cha- 
acter of a virtuous and modeſt Mini- 
ter. He that aſſumes more, has no 
Warrant for it from the Scriptures, 
hatſoever Warrant he may have made 
but for himſelf, or others may have 
deen weak enough to give him. The 
[ext atoregoing appears ſo determinate 
d particular, that I have ſometimes 
yondered the Advocates for human 
ſtabliſnments have not endeavourcd 
find out by Criticiſm, that ſurely 
ere muſt be a Miſtake in it. No 
bat we have Dominion Methinks it 
not be a right Reading. Hath not 
e Particle nor been an Interpolation, 
d ſlipped into the Original, through 
e Inadvertency of the Tranſcriber? 
cle Tranſcribers are heedleſs Men. 

C 2 Or 


20 
Or was not the Tranſcriber ſome ſecret 
and wicked Heretic, who has done this 
thing from Malice propenſe againſt the 
whole Hierarchical Syſtem ? 


No doubt Helps in the Church may 
and ought to be admitted; and, ax 
other Texts intimate, we are to oh: 
them who have the Rule over 1s; that 
is, ſo far as they obey the Word of 
God. No Man can rationally in 
terpret ſuch a Paſſage to any tar 
ther Latitude. And, the Elder or M. 
niſter, who Jabours in Word and Doc 
trine, is worthy of double Honour; i 
worthy to be reſpected and eſteeme 
proportionably to the Labour he take 
in his Office. Others who creep 1 
with a View to Maintenance and Pro 
motion, who are Artiifts, and ſhe 
Sights in the Air, are juſtly void of an 
ſuch Title. 


There are Miniſters in the Wort 
ſome of God's, and ſome of Man 
making on] y. A Proteſtant * 
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learn to diſtinguiſh them, and know 
them one from another. Till he does 
this, he ſuffers many Inconveniences. 
The Miniſter who is of Man's making 
only is a Prieſt, be he of the e//abliſhed 
Party, or of any orher. There are 
prieſts of all Parties. Whatſoever Va- 
riety attends their reſpective Habits 
and Appearance, the Humour and 
Genius of them is one and the ſame. 
'Tis equally a Truth, wherever a vir- 
nous and odeſt Miniſter is met with, 
he is worthy of Reſpect, be his Party 
what it may. 


So far we are come delineating the 
Character of a true Proteſtant ; his 
ight of private Judgment; Uſe of 
t; his Temper; and, if J may ſo ex- 
reſs it, Management of himſelf, with 
eſpect to Parties. 


Let us now enquire whether Time 
| d Experience does not confirm the 
| uſtneſs of ſuch a Character. 


10 


Let 
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Let a moderate Survey be taken of 
Facts. What End have religious Eſta- 
bliſhments, whether of Men or Things, 
anſwered ? What have they produced? 
An Uniformity indeed, but with the 
lower Claſſes of Mankind, generally an 
Uniformity of Ignorance. As to the 
upper Claſſes, Perſons of Education 
and Power are never much controuled 
by the Eſtabliſhment, and the Clergy 
themſelves are not backward to evade 

it, in many Reſpects, for themſelves, 
howſoever they would bind it upon 
others. *Tis well known by thoſe who 
have made Obſervation and Enquiry, 
that very much Alteration hath ariſe 
in the Church of England, ſince its 
firſt Sanction, both in Diſcipline and 
Doctrine, eſpecially in the latter. 


If the preſent Generation think tha 
they are ſtanding upon the eſtabliſhe« 
Doctrines, they are greatly miſtaken 
Since the Time of Archbiſhop Lau 
whoſe Influence was unhappily fo great 
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in the Reign of Charles the Firſt, the 
Clergy have introduced into the Pulpit 
1 new Scheme of Preaching ; a (mere) 
moral Scheme, contrary to the Senſe of 
the Church- Articles, or the Tenets of 
foreign Proteſtants, and our own Re- 
formers. Not that I oppoſe the Clergy's 
Right of changing their Opinion, (if 
they have any) nor would abridge 
tem more than others; yet cannot 
elo thinking, that they make full 
gut of a ſolemn Subſcription, and are 
ot wont to be ſo unſteady in other 
Points. There are Maxims and Ar- 
cles of a temporal Nature, where they 
e ſteady enough. Here they are of 
te Mind, and of one Judgment. 


| muſt acknowledge my own Opi- 
In is for the old Divinity; becauſe 
Wodern Preaching does not appear to 
e ſubſtantial enough to influence the 
nds of Mankind. They have not 
fact been reformed by it. Vice is 
mighty for it. Poſſibly to our 
Divinity may be owing, in ſome 

meaſure, 
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meaſure, that Diſſolution of Manner, 
and formidable Abſence of Integrity, 
which hath been creeping upon the 
Nation ſeveral Years, threatening Ruin 
to the State. But I refer this to the 
Reader, and. (with Deference) be our 
Stateſmen too, to judge as they con- 


ceive convenient. 


Let us go. on to the Caſe of the 
Canons, another Part of our Ecclchaſti 
cal Eſtabliſhment. What does Time 
and Experience ſhew us about theſe? 
Are they uſed to any good purpoſe, 0 
ever likely fo to be uſed ? They hate 
followed. obſolete Statutes ; or are like: 
Rod, which fome Nurſe hides over thi 
Chimney, till it is covered with Dull 
A Rod ſhe never brings out again 
a favourite Child; it is produced, it 
all, againſt a ſort of Outcaſts. Ti 
Canons are ſuppoſed to be Rules 0 
Government and Diſcipline, but it 
only ſuppoſed. Whom do, they col 
clude, except the powerleſs and i 


prudent ! Per haps, | It. will be replic 
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the Age of the World is unfavourable 
o Church-Power : The Hands of the 
Ckrgy are tied up. Poſſibly fo, in 
ome meaſure ; becauſe their Hands 
were apt to be looſe againſt wrong Per- 
uns. Yet Times and Seaſons cannot, 
| ſhould think, hinder the Clergy from 
being regular and orderly themſelves. 
They might conform to Rule in their 
own Conduct. Could they do no more, 
they might ſet a good Example. It is 
Matter of Stumbling to the Laity, 
hen they hear and diſcern amongſt 
them ſo much Vor-Refidence, Plurali- 
z and Diſpenſations. Are they ne- 
eſſitated to theſe Things? Does the 
fidelity or Unfavourableneſs of the 
imes they complain of keep a Prelate 
Irom his Dioceſe, or a Miniſter from 
chding with his Flock? Theſe Com- 
paints ſhould induce them, one would 
link, to be more ſtrictly reſident, to 
event Infection; more watchful and 
borious than ordinary, if the Benefit 
the Sheep be their principal Object. 
there ſuch a Deficiency in the num- 
D ber 
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ber of Miniſters now-a-days, that many 
are obliged to be Pluraliſts? Are they 
the worthieſt of the Order always, who 
poſſeſs three 1 Preferments; or 
they the unworthieſt, who go without 
any, and perhaps have Families that 
ſuffer great Inconveniences through 
Straitneſs of Circumſtance | Facts are 
ſtubborn Things; if the Brethren op- 
preſs one another, what will not the 
Laity infer? No Precept can ſpeak 
ſo loud as Example. It is in vain to 
cry out againſt Infidelity and Deiſn; 
it requires no great Sagacity to diſcem 
from what Quarter Infidelity takes Ex- 


couragement, if not its Beginning. 


The Affair of Diſpenſations witneſſe 
that Eccleſiaſtical Perſons do not chuſe 
to be confined and abridged, when: 
Connivance and Indulgence can 
had. Not many deny themſelves, 0 
are reſtrained, by Conſcience of tit 
Eſtabliſnment. I know but one Can 
ſecure from all Infringement, and ti 


is the 72d, latter Part, which 0 
b I 


14 


hibits their caſing out any Devil, or 
Devils, without Licence of the Ordi- 
nary. I apprehend the Matter here to 
be pretty fate, perhaps equally without 


a Licence, and with one. 


Diſpenſations evidently ſhew, that 
the Clergy do not eſteem the Eſtabliſh- 
ment ſacred in its own Nature. If it 
be fit to excuſe a Son, or a Nephew, 
or a Favourite from ſtrict Obſervances, 
| ſhould be apt to argue, it would be 
a fit to excuſe others. And farther, 
if the Clergy in general feel little Co- 
ereion by the Canons, I thould be apt 
to argue, it was an unnatural Coercion 
from the Beginning, ſuch as no Man 
could, in every reſpec, abide by; ſuch 
which the Laity have the ſame Juſtice 
to be exempted from, if there be any, 
with the Clergy themſelves. Why muſt 
tie Laity be put under Saws and Har- 
rows, and left to ſuſtain Burdens, which 
others will not touch with one of their 
ingers? Why muſt the Laity ſtand 
the Fire of Church Artillery by 
D 2 ther 
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themſelves? The Equity of Things 
does not juſtify ſuch a Meaſure, 


The Juriſdiction of the Commons, 
whom does it puniſh or affect? Net 
the Clergy, nor yet Perſons of Rank 
and Figure amongſt the Laity. When 
this Spider's Web catches a weak Sin- 
ner, he is held, he is entangled, and 
not extricated whilſt a Drop of Blood 
remains in his Body. The helpleſs Fly 
loſes its Life in the Web, whilſt the 
Bird of Force bruſhes it away with his 
Wings. No doubt ſuch Inequalitie 
ought not to be. The Juriſdiction 
either over- acts itielf, or under- acts itſelf, 
Or rather, the Foundation of it 5 
ſcarcely warrantable. It is a Specic 
of Law that might be ſpared. The 
Weapons of the Church ought in n 
Caſe to be other than ſpiritual. What: 
ſoever is more than this, I mean pects 
niary and corporal, whether execute 
or not executed, is erroneous, and hath 
no Foundation either in Scripture 


Reaſon. It is a Relic of that amb 


tio 
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tious Church, or rather Court, of Rove; 
where the Pope, who ſitteth upon ſeven 
Hills, has two Swords carried before 
him, a fpiritual and a temporal one 
alſo; by a groſs and mean Conſtruc- 
ton of that Paſſage in Scripture, Here 
are two Swords, If any other Church 
will not be prevailed upon to put up 
her temporal Sword into the Scabbard, 
it is time for the State to put it up for 
her. The Time will come when Kings 
ſhall hate the Whore, and whatſoever ap- 
pertains to her, wherever it is found, 
be ſcattered away. Truth will pre- 
ral, Truth is the Daughter of Time, 
and though the Mother is long in Tra- 
nail, ſhe certainly brings forth at laſt. 


With relation to the Book or Form 
Common Prayer ; | by the way a 
kind of untouchable Plant. ] It may 
be allowed there are ſeveral good 
Things in this Compoſition ; nor ſhall 
criticize upon ſuch Parts of it, which 
pme eſteem otherwiſe. Yet there is 
pac Objection to it; it is a wonderful 
2 Thing 
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Thing that Miniſter and People ſhould 
every Day in the Year, and for ſeveral 
Years current, feel juſt the ſame I. ants, 
and have juſt the /ame Mercies to he 
thankful for. Many Perſons, I donot ſay 
all, ſcarcely conſider what they aſſent and 
ſay Amen to. The Affair is a Form in- 
deed with ſuch. It is a kind of Taſk, 
they are glad when it is over. But 
one can by no means afhrm its Accep- 
tance with the Supreme Being. It i 
too much like the Opus Operatum a- 
mongſt the Roman Catholics, where 
the People depend upon the Work 
done, no matter how, and perhaps 
bring the Deity into Debt to them, for 
their miſerable Performances. 


In Places where Divine Service h 
read, and the Miniſter afterwards de- 
livers a Compoſition, which he hold 
before him, in Writing, though pol 
ſibly he may be a Man of Learning 
a foreign Critic would be apt to fay 
I fee nothing requiſite here, more thu 
to write and read. Here is Suſpicio 
given either of the Miniſter's Incap* 
cih 


E 
aty or Indolence. Such Performances 
do not ſtrike the Mind; there is too 
much the Appearance of Form; a 
Flatneſs fits upon the Audience, and 
in ſome Places) tis with Difficulty 
they refrain from a ſound Sleep. 


Let us ſtand up and take a View 
of the Manner of foreign Proteſtant 
Churches. But perhaps ſome will ob- 
ect aforehand to this kind of Argu- 
ment, by imminding me that we are 
wiſer in England, than all Foreigners 
whatſoever. Be it ſo; the wiſer the 
better; but let us not be ſuch Mono- 
polizers, as not to allow Foreigners 
lome ſmall Share. In the firſt Place, 
the Cuſtom of reading Sermons is un- 
known abroad ; neither is there a Book 
of Common-Prayer (if I am not miſ- 
informed) in any Proteſtant State in 
Europe. They ſet forth in moſt Coun- 
tries a Directory, a Directory in gene- 
ral concerning the Heads of Prayer and 
Doctrine, but confine not. They ex- 
oy p<ct a Gifz and Ability in a MOT, 
i (1 | 
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(if he has not a Gift, how is he a Mi. WM R 
niſter?) apt to manifeſt itſelf by ſome. in 
thing freſh and affecting, every Time ei 
an Audience meets. Such is the Inſti. WM al 
tution and Cuſtom in Swiss ERLA UD, Wl ar 
GERMANY, HoLLanD, Denmark and ki 
SWEDEN. This upholds religious Li- Po 
berty, renders Miniſters circumſpect Wl on 
and laborious in their Office, and pre- Wl 9, 
ferves a national State from all eccle- Me 
fiaſtical Incroachment. With the above MW Fo: 
Countries the Scriptures are the Efta- li 
bliſhment; they have no other, | 
| 1 
In Great Britain we have another; noi 
a farther Eſtabliſhment, made conclu/rve ¶ inc 
and determinate, tor Ceremonies, Opi- W Hou 
nions and Prayer, even to a tittle, by Wer 
Law. If the Arguments in the aforc- Aut. 
going Eſſay are juſt, fuch an Eſtabliſh- thou 
ment is not ſo throughly Proteſtant a ſe/c 
might be wiſhed ; eſpecially unleſs al Who 
leviated by remedial Laws. It ſupe- ende 
ſedes the Scriptures in the Minds of tix Pray, 
Generality, and from an Auxiliary be-. Ned 
comes the Principal; the Virtue and e fe 


Re- 
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Religion it produces, turn out accord 
ingly yain, ſhallow and uncertain, and 
either Superſtition or Profaneneſs will 
always be apt to overflow a People, who 
are in ſuch à Situation. When Man- 
kind have tried all the Schemes in their 
power, they will find the Scriptures the 
only proper Authority for, and Source 
of, Religion. There is no compelling 
Men to be virtuous, or ſetting them a 
Form to be religious by; all real Re- 
igion muſt be free. | 


I would aſk a Perſon, who is uncom- 
monly zealous for the Eſtabliſbiment, 
ince you reſolve to have it, how do 
you juſtify your not obſerving it in 
every Point? One Part bears the ſame 
Authority (if any) with another. Haſt 
thou appealed unto this Cz/ar ? Unto 
Cæſar ſhalt thou go. Who is there, 
who, hath obſerved preciſely the Ryles 
nd Orders which precede the Common- 
Frayer 3 perhaps who is there that hath 
jad them? Who is there who keeps 
1e forty Days of Lent, abſtaining from 
| 4... Fleſh 
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Fleſh alſo every Friday (for ſo it i; 
ordered) throughout the Year? Should co. 
it be alledged, that an Obſervation of Neſt. 
theſe Articles is not now expected; or Wife 
perhaps never was practicable to the ¶ nu. 
mechanic and laborious Part of a Na- per 
tion; this only tends to confirm my that 
Argument; namely, ſhews the Vanii MC: 
of ſuch Appointments. Indeed, ſup- : 
. poſing Men ever ſo capable of obſerving 
theſe Externals, ſtill it will be a Truth, thin] 
that a ſingle moral and virtuous Action, kt & 
one Act of Juſtice or Charity in Life, 
is worth ten thouſand of them. rut 


Our Lord hath but oe ChurciMheri 
throughout the Earth. Herein, I think, hou, 
the Romaniſis maintain a Truth. It v]iri/ 
alſo a Catholic Church; it never ſtandMrery 
in Externals, or in a Name, or Party.Wepr; 
Chriſtians collectively, of whater 
Name or Party, who believe in tiff w. 
Son of God, and ſhew forth Moraliſ 
in Life, are Members of this Churct. 
Go where they will, or howſoever the 
may be diſtinguiſhed, they are al! « 
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ne Church, and, in effect, of one 
Communion. Agreeably to this Pro- 
teſtant Maxim, when Grotius was 
aſked on his Death-bed, what Com- 
munion he ſhould die in, that learned 
perſon thought it ſufficient to anſwer, 
that he ſhould die in the Church of 


Grit 


Mankind are under an Error, who 
hink that Antichriſt hath no Place but 
at Rome. He is capitally there, but 
not univerſally. All who confine 
ruth to their own Church, or re- 
min Liberty to their own Party, 
heriſh in their Minds the ſame Spirit, 
tough they may not diſcern it. Anti- 
riß is born in every Country, and in 
rery Man, and nothing but a thorough 
degree of right Reaſon caſts it out. It 
the Care of States, and the Honour 
| wiſe States, to guard againſt the 
vil, and to preſerve their Communi- 
& from it as far as they can; and 
rx; honeſt Man, who loves Juſtice 

33S: 7; 07 and 
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and Mercy, ſets his Face againſt it, to 
the uttermoſt of his Ability. 


Of all arbitrary Power the ſpiritual 
hath kept its Ground longeſt, and wil 
ſtrive hard to be the laſt that ſhall quit 
the Field. Sometimes, indeed, it may 
ſeem to diſappear, and content itſelf 
without Exertion; and well it may, 
when its Hands are tied up. But in 
fuch a Caſe, who knows its Medita- 
tions? Tis yet an Enemy in Ambuſh, 
or like a Fire ſmothered under the 
Aſhes, to revive by the firſt fayourable 
Breath that ſhall blow upon it. Per- 
haps ſome may reaſon againſt the Pre- 
ceaution here urged, by taking Notice 
that the preſent Age is favoured with 
Set of Eccleſiaſtics, eſpecially among 
the Prelates, who are Perſons of di 
ſtinguiſhed Temper and Moderation, 
Be it ſa. Then let us keep them fo; 
the beſt of Men are Men ſtill. There 
is no Certainty in human Reſolutions; 
Power and Opportunity make ſurpri 
ing Alterations: And I take it to 

1 | 105 
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Proteſtant Maxim, founded on Expe- 
rience; never to truſt either one Man, 
or any Set of Men, with a Grain of 
Power beyond what is neceſſary. For 
why? this would be tempting our 
Friends, doing them a Diſkindneſs, 
and riſquing a Nation's Happineſs 
without a Cauſe, Again, do Men 
live for ever? Who can foretel the 
Diſpoſition of the next Age? I muſt 
obſerve, tis not a natural Caſe to ſee 
Eccleſiaſtics favourable to religious Li- 
betty, the Poſture we now poſſeſs, or 
nther ſome imagine we poſſeſs, is not 
to be expected as a Conſtancy, is not 
to be depended upon. Should I u, or 
emptation, produce a Difference, Pre- 
ce tor Perſecution will never be want- 
Ing; nor a Colour for the greateſt In- 
lice, Spiritual Tyranny always com- 
ences and ſets forward upon a plau- 
ble Foot. It begins with Admohi- 
ons, which are Juſt ; but by and by, 
nder a Notion of wholeſom Severities, 
creeps to Body and Goods, every 
pepree of which Diſcipline is abſo- 
lutely 


— 


11 
lutely unwarrantable. Even an At 
da Fe in Portugal, how artfully it con- 
ducts itſelf. The firſt: Face of that is 
ſpecious enough, but the Features al- 
ways grow darker, and more horrid, 
the farther it proceeds. Perſecution 
may begin alſo upon a few, (for it 
wants no Policy) and thoſe poflibly 
ſingularly obnoxious to popular Preju- 
dice; but we may be aſſured, it will reach 
every Soul of Man at laft, who hall 
preſume to be independent. Perſecu- 

tion, upon whatſoever Branch of $0- 
ciety it rages, or at whatſoever Diſtance 
from others, is a Danger to the Pub- 
lic, of ſuch a kind, as when one {ces 


a WNeighbour's Houſe on fire. In this tber 
caſe we lend an Hand to quench the Ty 
Flame, and would gladly ſee it com-Whis 1 
pleatly extinguiſhed, left it ſhouldMd fr 
reach our own. me?, 
8 jud; 

Great Miſery hath attended tin Ar; 
World, through Perſons ftanding e of 
for their own Liberties, without cer, 
equal Care of others; and perſccutingern 


Il 
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in turn, in the Spirit of the Church of 
ume, without claiming its Infallibility 
r Dominion. One meets with much 
of this Relapſe and Overſight, in the 
Hiſtory of Henry the Eighth, where 
he Reformation appears as yet in a 
wgh Draught. The Setters forth of 
dis and Alterations in thoſe Times, 
articularly Henry himſelf, ſeem con- 
antly to have 2 what was the Evil 
they had removed, or the Authority 
hey had demoliſhed, It is not ſufh- 
ent for thoſe who ſucceed in Power 
0 tay, what we enact, what we en- 
in, we do it not by a Roman Autho- 
ty, it is contained in Scripture. 
chers commanded falſe and unſcriptu- 
Things; we nothing but the Truth : 
tis Parade, I fay, is all impertinent 
nd frivolous, (who hath not ſaid the 
me?) unleſs Mankind are permitted 
judge whether it is Truth or not. 
n Article may be in Scripture, to the 
je of the Magiſtrate, or Eccleſiaſtical 
ficer, and nobody beſides be able to 
fem it. Still the Advocates inſiſt, 
leaned 


} 
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learned Men ſee it there, every body 
ſees it there, except the obſtinate. Well 
as a Proteſtant, I reply, I may be ob- 
ſtinate; but may not others be imagi- 
nary; and miſtake, by the Force o 
Prejudice and Intereſt. Vou muſt per 
mit me to ſee it for myſelf; it concer 
my Soul. I muſt not, ought not tc 
believe, or comply, without being fiſt 
perſuaded in my own Mind. *Tis ; 
neceſſary 7u/tice to my Conſcience 
and jusſt Men will concede to it. H 
who ſteps over, and forgets Juſtice 
may alledge Scripture, Peace of 8 
ciety, Authority of Government, « 
whatever beſides he pleaſes; the Thing 
which inwardly moves, is none of thek 
Pretenſions, but a dictating Spirit at 
Self. Not but many great and exct 
lent Things were brought about in ti 
Reign I am ſpeaking in Reference tt 
yet the Poſitiveneſs and Raſhnels 
ſeveral Proceedings, on the Part « 
King, Convocation, and Parliame 
too, cannot be denied. Theſe ve 
the rough Eſſays of Proteſtantiſm, (i 


no 
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nothing can be brought to its Perfection 
at once) rather to be corrected and im- 
proved upon, than deſpiſed by future 
Times. The milder Sentiments which 
appear in the ſucceeding Reign of 
Edward the Sixth, like a Calm after 
a Storm, makes ſome Amends for 
all this Hurry and Diſorder. The 
dentiments of Edward's Reign, on the 
Subject of Religion, are, tor the Ge- 

nerality, juſt and mild. So are thoſe, 
generally, which run through the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth. A Prin- 
cels, who ſtood the Shock of Rome, 
$hain and France, in Defence of Pro- 
teſtant Liberty, both at home and a- 
broad; and has left an Age diſtin- 
ouiſhed in our Annals, r Courage, 
Probity, Wiſdom, and ne Po- 
ey. Under ſeveral Princes, who ſuc- 
xeded Elizabeth, the Cauſe of Liberty 
as, by means of falſe Maxims in their 
overnment, in forme meaſure inpair- 
d and oppreſſed, Many Incroach- 
nents were made upon it, and nore 
—_—_ and a * carried on, 
F with 
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various Succeſs, between Liberty and 
Church arbitrary Power, as well as o- 
ther arbitrary Power, almoſt till we 
touch the Time of George the Firſt, 
By the Acceſſion of that Prince to the 
'Throne, high-flying Principles received 
a Check, and Liberty revived. It was 
preſerved at a critical Seaſon, and by 
the King's ſteady and honourable Ad- 
miniſtration, receiving freſh Vigour, 
and growing in the Eſteem of all ra- 
tional Perſons, has happily flouriſhed 


to the preſent Day. Even the Ene- a 
mies of the Housz os HLANOVERW tint 
(if it has any) will acknowledge, that ¶ Lic 
its Princes have maintained this Ar- of! 
ticle in an unexceptionable manner ſtin 
They have made it a Point of Honour; N whi 
and, we doubt not, will continue M othe 


Maxim at all Events, of ſuch Dignity 
in itſelf, and true Luſtre to tix 
Crown. 


If there are any Relics of Dange 
or Precariouſneſs attending Liber 
we have a Proſpect of their being " 

| move 
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moved, and vaniſhing wholly away. 
Bigotry, has evidently loſt Ground; 
and Liberty is more underſtood and 
eſteemed daily. Poſſibly Providence 
has reſerved for the HousE of H 
NOYER, the Honour of bringing this 
great Article to its Perfection. Should 
any one ſuggeſt, that the Benefit I am 
ſpeaking of is connected with ſo great 
an Evil, that I might have ſpared its 
Commendation ; ſhould, I mean, be 
imputed to Liberty, that Vice and 
miſchievous Licentiouſneſs which have 
ately prevailed amongſt us; I anſwer, 
Licentiouſneſs is no Part or Branch 
of Liberty, but ought always to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from it. All the Vice 
which has appeared has been owing to 
other Circumſtances and Incidents, 
wich my preſent Subject does not re- 
quire me to meddle with. No ill Con- 
equence ever did, or can flow ffom 
Liberty, properly conſidered in its ow 


ature. 
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In proportion as Men improve in 
their Ideas of Liberty, they grow more 
cool and moderate, in relation to many 
Articles, which before they laid great 
Streſs upon. The Divine Right of this 
or that Form of Church-Government, 
whether by Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea- 
cons, or by Preſbyters and Deacons, or 
in ſome Form different from both; 
the Authority and ſole Validity of 
this or the other miniſterial Order; 
their Right to exclude the reſt, or at 
leaſt Preference to them, in admini- tio 
ſtring Things ſacred: Theſe, and ſe- che 
veral other Points of the like Nature, II 
if not wholly ceaſe, always /o/e Ground, 
as Knowledge and Experience gain 
Ground in the World. After much 
Fatigue, and fruitleſs Diſputations, i 
will be found (if I miſtake not) that 

the Goſpel, or New Teſtament, hold: 
forth u preciſe Model of Church-G0- 
vernment at all, Nothing of this kind 

Was intended. It is not in the Nature 
of Things to fit with one Model al 
2 Times, 


| 
. 
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Times, Perſons and Places, nor agree- 
able to the free Genius of the Goſpel. 
Had the Holy Ghoſt intended one pre- 
ciſe Model, either for Government or 
ordaining of Miniſters, he would not 
have left it under a Difficulty to be per- 
ceived or underſtood, or ſubje& to 
doubtful Diſputation. It would have 
been ſaid, as in ſome Caſes we find it, 
This ſhall be the Rule. A mere 
Example or Precedent in Scripture, 
though it may ſhew a Matter lawful, 
s no Argument of perpetual Obliga- 
ton, Men are apt to be arbitrary in 
their dealing with Scripture : Some 
Things ſhall be Precedents with them 
for a Rule invariable, others not, as 
luits the Schemes previouſly conceived 
in their own Minds. Such conſult the 
Word, with a View of bringing it to 
their Scheme, not their Scheme to 77. - 
Doubtleſs different Models may be law- 

fal, equally lawful, for any thing the 


deripture intimates to the contrary, 


provided the Liberty of Individuals be 
[preſerved inviolable, and the Reality of 
233 


honour, and ought to honour, all Mi- 


Right to be ſupported, and a Mainte- 
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Religion 1s found to flouriſh under 
them. 


So with reſpect to the Validity of 
this, or another miniſterial Ordination, 
in proportion as Prejudices wear away, 
and Superſtition, which is ever found- 
ed on Fear, abates, Proteſtants place 
leſs Importance in them, and, indeed, 
in the Perſons and Profeſſions of Men 
daily, and more in the inward Matter 
or Subſtance of Religion, They will 


niſters for their Works ſake ; but, if 
they are wiſe, not for their Ordination 
ſake, be it Church, or be it Preſbyte- 
Tian, or any other. Perſons may come 
in a miniſterial Way, in their own 
Wiſdom, and with fo many Views, 
that a private Chriſtian ſhould learn to 
diſtinguiſh whether a Man comes, or 
whether he is ſent. 


Again, Reaſon and Equity will tell 
us, that a religious Miniſtry hath a 


nance 
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nance afforded ſuch who attend in Di- 
vine Offices, ſuitable to their Character. 
In this Point, the Scripture, both Old 
and New Teſtament, is abſolute and 
clear. No juſt Objection lies againſt 
a liberal Appointment for them, pro- 
vided they are found Perſons of Virtue, 
and are diligent in the Diſcharge of 
their Truſt ; but ſuch who run before 
they are ſent, or who, to aggrandize 
themſelves, are of that Number who 
exhibit Sights in the Air, I know not 
of any Maintenance they are intitled 
to, except it be in ſome Place of hard 
Labour. It is alſo fit that Preferments 
ſhould be equally divided, for the real 
Encouragement of Learning and Dili- 
gence ; and perhaps that Contributions 
(hould, in a great meaſure, be volun- 
tary, with reſpect to one kind of Mi- 
niſters or another; otherwiſe there a- 
nles ſtrong Temptation to Iudolence 
and Meglect; Perſons may expect ſome- 
thing for nothing, and thoſe happen to 
receive moſt who are leaſt deſerving, 


It 
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It is obſervable, in Countries where 
an Eſtabliſhment hath prevailed, and 


Places not of Profit only, but of Power, s 
are connected with a Memberſhip in | | 
the Church, it requires much Atten- ſ 
tion and Firmneſs to preſerve the Inde. * 
pendency of the Crown. In this Situa- pe 
tion a King can ſcarcely avoid becom- NG... 


ing the King of a Party, and the ſe- 
cular Arm is made an Arm indeed, for 
Eccleſiaſtics to weild at heir Pleaſure, 
In the Times when Popery was at the 
height, the World lay under great In- 
advertency on this head. What Vaſſal, 
in effect, did the Princes and States of 
the Empire, and Emperor too, make 
themſelves, to execute the Revenge cf 
Rome, and gratify the Papal Ambition! 
Many held the Stirrup ſo long for hi 
Holineſs, that at laſt they loſt thei 
own Saddles. And who hath pitied 
them for it? In England, indeed, we 
have ſeen, eſpecially of late Years 
Princes of another Dignity, and an 
other Diſcernment. 


The 
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The King of Great-Britain bears a 
peculiar Title, Defender of the Faith, 
How do we interpret this Title | Sure- 
ly not that it ſignifies him Defender of 
the Roman Catholic Faith; but if it 
hath a juſt Meaning, it muſt be thus, 
Defender of the Faith of the Holy 
Fcriptures. Nor can it ſolely mean 
him Defender of the Faith of the 
Church of England; that would be 
bo narrow a Signification for ſo large 
Title; but of all the Chriſtian 
hurches committed to his Care, 
hroughout his Dominions. *Tis true, 
he Roman Pontif, when he made the 
rt Complement of it to King Henry, 
nicht intend it in the Papal Senſe ; I 
leny not that; but then our Kings 
re not obliged to take it in that 
nſe ; they are not obliged to wear it 
a limited Senſe ; nor in any bort of. 
Proteſtant Comprehenſion. 


To ſupport the Dignity of a free 
ite ; to reſcue the Crown from Con- 
G fine- 


81 
finement to a Party; and to ſtrengthen, k 
in general, the Proteſtant Intereſt. 
poſſibly a Time may come, poſſibly, q 
I fay, but every thing in its Seaſon, ( 
when our Legiſlature will think it meet, 1 
by one ſingle Act, 20 cancel, at once, al K 
EXCLUSIVE Sanctions, with a Via 
to aboliſh every Di/qualification, Re 4 

Br 

We 

W. 


firiftion, Pain, Penalty, Diſadvantage 
in Law, or Hardſhip of any kind, on 
a religious Account, which have lain 
upon the Nation. The Eſtabliſhment 
would ſtill ſubſiſt, except in the e 
cluſive Parts; that is, it would ſub- 
fiſt ſo far as is Proteſtant and rati- 


nal. 


Till a Meaſure of this kind take 
place, the Nation may have Interval 
of Peace and Concord, through inc: 
dental Cauſes, ſuch as the late Rebel 
hon, but no ſolid Unanimity. Uſur- 
pation and Perſecution may ſleep, but 
will not be dead. The Aci of Tolers 
tion the Friends of Liberty are thank: 
ful for; it is a good Acquiſition 5 

oy 


5 


) 
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kind; but it cannot be ſaid of it, that 
it comes up to the Point, or is ade- 
quate to the Evil. It gives ſome Eaſe, 
(as the Act expreſſes itſelf) not total 
Faſe. If coercive Laws, in Matters of 
Religion, are fit to be ſuſpended, they 
are fit, for the ſame Reaſon, to be 
wholly repealed; otherwiſe the Evil 
fill continues, and the Wound in the 
Body of the State is kept open. Whilſt 
we have only temporary Mitigations, 
who knows how ſoon the State may 
ſuffer a Relapſe ; every Day hath Dan- 


ger. 


By a general Declarative Act, as a- 
bove, many injurious and embarraſſing 
Sanctions, particularly the Teſ-Act, 
would fall in courſe. The Injury 
which the Teffi-AF# does to Religion, 
through debaſing a ſolemn Sacrament, 


nd occaſioning (tis to be feared) much 


ameful Diſſimulation, is acknow- 
edged by every Man of Virtue, as the 
political Iniquity of it is by Men of 
Underſtanding. That Papiſts ſhould: 

5 8 be 


3» 3 


be excluded from Places of Power or 


Truſt, Reaſon will allow, and, in ſome 
Senſe, demands, becauſe they are not n 
capable of proper Allegiance to the Go- Wt 
vernment, as owning a foreign Jurif- qi 
dition ; but that the Edge of that cx. Wo 
eluſive Law ſhould be turn'd againſt N 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, whoſe Attach. be 
ment to the Government hath been Wn: 
long manifeſted, and experienc'd, no i 
viſible Reaſon can be aſſign'd. Reaſon Her. 
does not juſtify a religious Teſt amongſt Whr 
Proteſtants, of any Kind, as being a kn 
continual Inconſiſtency with the Right No 
of private Judgment. No Teſt can be Hun 
neceſſary, beſides the Oath of Alleri-Wot 
ance, unleſs there cannot be an honelt 
Man, or a loyal Man, amongſt us, who 4 
is not a Member of the Church of EM. 
land. Whatſocver is more than the Hat 
Oath of Allegiance, proceeds fron 
Party, or is a Relict of Popery. Al 
Incumbrance upon Stateſmen ; prob- i. 
bly not originally a Dictate of therihat 


own Policy, but proceeding from, d 
at leaſt taken Advantage of by, * 
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Body ; who, under Colour of procur- 
ing the Security of the Crown, have 
meant chiefly to corroborate their own; 
therefore cannot be expected to relin- 
quiſh the 7%½- Act, or any other Acts 
of that Kind, without Reluctance. 
Whenever a Repeal is obtained, it muſt 
be a Lay-Wind that blows it. In the 
mean time it is certainly hard, that, 
ith Reſpect to Friends or Enemies, our 
Priaces cannot be permitted to judge 
or theraſelves. I ſhould be glad to 
ow when it may be ſuppos'd, that a 
Government is arrived at Years of Ma- 
ty, One would hope the Time is 
Wot far off. VEN 
; 
A CourREHENSIVE Scheme will 
ave a great Tendency to aboliſh zhree 
c Wational Evils; Party-Animoſity, Bi- 
ug, and Super ſtition. 
1 * 
. Party-Animoſity. It is well known 
at Miſchiefs to the State have been 
a oduc'd by the Strife of Parties. Where 
il Diſcord has ſlain its Thouſands, 
i religious 
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religious Diſcord and falſe Zeal haye 
ſlain their Ten Thouſands. The Whole 
of this Evil, whether in Britain, or in 
foreign Countries, hath always pro- 
ceeded from want of Attention to this 


| 
one Principle, the Right of private 
Judgment. In all Parts of the World 5 
it ariſes from the ſame Spring; moſt 
Eccleſiaſticks. (or I never mean all 5 
ſetting themſelves to oppoſe, and to 1 
diſcourage private Judgment, to the ut- 5 
termoſt of their Power. Liberty is no F 
Friend to them. They cannot ſo con- Hu 
veniently live under it. If one names " 
it, tis like Hereſy ; they are preſent!y = 
in Perils among ſt falſe Brethren. The In 


Church is in Danger. The Populacc Ma 
takes the Alarm, it conceives Indigna- Rar 
tion, it rages, no matter how 1gnorant- 
ly; and it is well if the Government 
itſelf eſcapes the Combuſtion, Such 
Incidents have been, and are always 
poſſible zo be again, till the Evil » 
cur'd radically. The Notion of a right: 
ful Church, with the Invalidity and Er- 


ror of other Perſuaſions, floats ſo age 
abh 
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ably upon the Surface of vulgar Minds, 
that, with ſeveral, tis more than half 
their Religion. Howloever weak the 
Notion, or deluſive the Hope formed 
upon it, it will have much Place with 
Mankind, till they ceaſe ſtanding upon 
human Authority, and all Proteſtants 
are brought upon one and the ſame 
Bottom. There is unconceivable Miſ- 
chief in placing them, ſome upon higher 
Ground, and ſome upon lower. Un- 
leſs their civil Merits be different, Pro- 
teſtant Reaſon would place them upon 
theſame Ground, in the Eye of the Law, 
and with reſpect to the Privileges and 
immunities belonging in general to his 
Majeſty's Subjects. As to how they may 
ſtand in the Eye of Eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons, being no Point which the State 
obliged to be concern'd with. To 
eerent Miſtakes, I would take notice, 
lat ſhould Prozeftant Diſſenters at- 
empt an Eſtabliſhment, or aim at a 
re-eminence on their Part, the Ar- 
uments in this Diſſertation (if it con- 
1 tains- 


bes [56 ] 
tains any) would be equally ſtrong a- 
gainſt them, 


The Civil Magiſtrate ſhould ſteer, a; 
near as he can, an equitable Courſe, 
And though he forces none to his own 
Perſuaſion, he has a Right to recom- 
mend ſuch a Perſuaſion, by his own 

le. He has alſo a Right to a 
general Obedience, from Perſons of all 
Perſuaſions, from every Quarter. And 
to ſee that the Common Wealth takes 
no Damage. Religion, or Conſcience, 
acquits no Man from the Obligations 
of Subjection to Government. Should 
any be found in his Carriage to diſco- 
ver Undutifulneſs or Diſloyalty, fucha 
One is juſtly controulable by the ſecular 
Arm, be his Perſuaſion what it may, 
It is always fit to puniſh Offenders 
though never on Account of Party, 


2. | Bigotry, an Evil not peculiar i 
Britain, but the Produce of every Sol 
This lazy Foible conſiſts in an Attac 
ment to Perſons inſtead of Thung 


1 
and Cuſtoms inſtead of Reaſon. Some- 
times even to a Spot of Ground, or a 
Building, what manner of Stones, and 
what Buildings are here! To believe 
as the Church believes, (what kind of 
Belief it generally proves, hath been 
obſerved before) ſaves human Nature 
ſo much Labour and Application, is fo 
compendious a Way, that the lower 
Ranks of Men chuſe much to tread in 
it. Having no Learning themſelves, 
they are apt to over-value that ſplendid 
Gift, and make an Idol of it in others; 
they are ready to conclude, that the 
Miniſter is after a ſort infallible, and 
that he ſeldom errs in the Pulpit, hank. 
ſoever he may err out of it. 3 infidel 
a World as ſome repreſent it, there is 
abundantly more Credulity in it than 
ay apprehend ; and a Legiſlature 

y, without the leaſt Diſreſpect to 
by Clergy gy, judge it convenient that 
the People under their Care be kept as 
clear of Prepoſſeſſion and Bi * as 
lies in their Power. | 


LETS 
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It is obſervable, that Pomp and 
Shew in Religion, and even nini terial 
Habits, are apt to put ſomewhat in 
the Place of Religion which is not ſuch, 
and beguile Mankind of their Aﬀec- 
tions. They are Circumſtances which 
might be ſuitable to a worldly Occa- 
ſion, and might forward a temporal 
View; but one cannot ſay the Goſpel 
aftords them any Foundation. The 
Goſpel is certainly a Stranger both to 
Force ahd Art. Whatſoever is forcible 
or- artful, generally tends to Abuſe. 
Chriſtianity makes the beft Way by its 
Simplicity; and the Miniſters of it 
their juſt and commendable Way by 
their Merit and Behaviour. 


— - 
— . 


3. Superſtition is another Evil which Pe 
Mankind may, in ſome meaſure, be 
enabled to avoid. Through Superſt. 
tion many embrace the Externals and 
Trappings of Religion, inſtead of tix 
Subſtance. When this ſhallow Tntr 

mity will be wholly chaſed out of J 

44 | World, 
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World, I cannot affirm, but ſurely 
there is no Neceſſity to furniſh it with 
all manner of Accommodations for its 
Uſe. The Cuſtom of numerous Cere- 
monies may be juſt in States where Ig- 
norance 1s the Mother of Devotion, but 
are out of Character in thoſe, where 
Knowledge ſhould be ſuppoſed to have 
that Office, and who profeſs the Purity 
of the Goſpel. However, if ſome can- 
not content themſelves without Amuſe- 
ments of this ſort, let ſuch poſſeſs them, 
if they pleaſe, to the uttermoſt, but 
| not neceſſitate others to have the ſame 
Taſte, I am not very ſolicitous what 
Variety of Geſtures another uſes in his 
| Worſhip, or what Conges he makes to 
a particular Quarter, ſo he does not 
| compel me to follow his Example. . Be 
| Perſons ever ſo attached to an Eſtabliſh- 
ment, or Admirers of Ceremonies, as 
: eſteeming them helpful, they cannot 
Icondemn a Worſhip where there are 
none, unleſs they will fay, that Reli- 
Igion ſtands in external Things. We 
read of worſhipping in Spirit and in 
H 2 Truth, 


l 
Truth. I apprehend that Paſſage to 
have a Meaning. The leaſt of its 
Meaning muſt be, that in worſhipping, 
Spirit and Truth are the chief Thing, 
Where theſe exiſt, they make a true 
Worſhip, and a right Church, whether 
its Materials be of Stone or Brick, whe- 
ther with Ornaments or without ; the 
Supreme Being not reſpecting ſuch Ar- 
ticles, whatſoever Men may do. If 
many chuſe a Place of Worſhip built 
due Eaſt and Wet, all Quarters are 
theirs, let them enjoy that Poſition, 
Let them poſſeſs all their Cuſtoms; 
tor I am not for compelling Men, even 
to be free. But others ought to be 
reckoned Chriſtians alſo, and ther 
Churches valid Churches, though 
they are not erected by the Compak, 
though Praying amongſt them is not ac. 
companied with a Surplice, and ther 
Sermons are delivered without a Gown 
They do not happen to eſteem them d 
Importance ; perhaps look upon then 
as Tokens of the Abſence of ſomething 
better. 

Shoult 
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Should there be Perſons found, who 
are diſpoſed to preach even in the 
Fields, and have their Meetings in 
Places ſcarce ſheltered from Wind and 
Weather, yet with due Affection to 
the Government, I ſee no juſt Cauſe of 
diſturbing them ; they have a Right to 
it, unleſs Truth be local, and Religion 
cannot exiſt but on conſecrated Ground. 
He that can hear of Variety in Opi- 
nions, or bear any Sentiments different 
from his own, without Anger, ſuch a 
one is a true Proteſtant ; and though 
this be not the Whole of Chriſtianity, 
pt muſt be allowed a great Step towards 
it, Perſons come to be Chriſtians 
rough being Proteſtants firſt, Few 
rive at the Knowledge of Truth, till 
Whey are delivered hom Prejudice, Cu- 
amt, Sy/terms, and, in ſome Senſe, 
tm Men. Not Divinity only, but 
257% opby, Learning, and all Know- 
e whatſoever, (of a valuable Na- 


re) depends upon — in the 
Mind, 


3 
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Mind, and flows from a free En. 
quiry. 


To ſum up the Subject. Freedom 
is the Foundation of every valuable 
Attainment, and in an eſpecial Man- 
ner with regard to Religion. Not Per- 
ſons, nor Parties, nor Ceremonies, nor 
Modes, nor Places, nor any thing 


merely outward, but what is truly WM |: 
moral, open and generous, what ho- fi 
nours the Deity, and profits Mankind, MW af 
are the Objects wiſe Men call and e- th 
ſteem Religion; and to theſe their At. 
tention is fixed, nothing beſides being 
worth contending for. 


Till the Mind is delivered from $u- 

ſtition, and exchanges Vaſſalage fo 
a ſober Liberty, daring to think for it 
ſelf, it is deceived, and, in fit 
knows nothing. How far this curta 
the Knowledge of the World, I har 
neither Inclination nor Leiſure, at pr. 


ſent, to enquire. The Man who dar 
* nd 
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not think for himſelf, is as much a 
Coward as he who fears to fight an 
Enemy. Through neglecting to put 
in practice their religious Liberty, 
many, too many, enjoy the Privileges 
of a free Government in vain; and 
after ſeveral Years Profeſſion of Pro- 
tefantiſm , are ( howſoever uninten- 
tionally) Papiſts ſtill. On the other 
hand, ſuch are happy, and act con- 
ſiſtently with themſelves, who both 
aſſert their Rights, and make 2% of 


them. 


By ſome grand coMeREHENSIVE Act 
of the kind above-mentioned, and the 
Culture of a Spirit 7/7 to human So- 
ety, the Article of Liberty in this 
Kingdom would be brought to Perfec- 
hon; and Reformation from Popery 
pate, as from a new ra, its being 
Fendered compleat. Party and Ani- 
oſity would feel the Blow, and be 
pxunguiſhed together; Bigotry would 
ear away, and Superſtition grow a- 


ſhamed 


L164 
ſhamed to ſhew its Head Reli gion 
would become rational, Society ci, 
the whole Britiſh State ſtrong, peac. 
ful, invincible. | 
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ERRATUM 
Page 24, Line 6, for be our Stateſmen too, read fo ud 
Stateſmeny . 


